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On September 8, 1978, fifteen-year-old
Mary Lou Arruda disappeared while on
her wuv home from Bridgewuler—Ra_\'w
ham High School. Her bicycle was found
abandoned by the roadside only half a
mile from her home. A week of intensive
land and air searches and the offer of 4
$25.000 reward railed to turn up any evi-
dence of the muissing girl. It was not until
more than two months later. on Novem-
ber 1. that the body of a young girl was
found. decomposed and decapitated.
bound 1 a tree deep in the Frectown
State Forest. with the head nearby. Posi-
tive identification of the dead girl as
Mary Lou Arruda was made from dental
charts. On November 29 James Kater, a
thirtv-two-vear-old  Brockton doughnut
maker. was arrested for the Arruda kid-
naping and murder. Kater, who hud pre
viously served six and a half vears for
raping 4 thirtcen-year-old Lowell girl.
was convicted of the abduction and mur-
der of Mary Lou Arruda, which had og-
curred the day hefore he was married.
While the Arruda murder was an ex.
ceptionally heinous and violent crime.
restdents of the area known as the
Bridgewater Triangle are by now famuliar
with sensational incidents. For example,
in a dramatic episode of violence on the

mght of the full moon of Noveniber 14, |

197%. 4 gunman held 4 Bridgewater
couple hostage until sunrise. Then, in
lanuary. 1979, another bizarre murder in
the triangle brought tragedy to Norton's
Police Chief Benton W. Keene personal-
Iy. On the thirteenth of that month, po-
lice discovered the charred remains of
Keene's mother-in-law, Diane Dion. in
the trunk of a car on a dead-end road
near the Paul A. Dever State School for
the mentally retarded. The sixty-two-
vear-old woman's body. “burned beyond
recogmition.” was still warm to the touch.
Two other vehicles discovered nearby
had been burned some time earlicr, and a
third car. u yellow Fiat, was riddled with
shotgun pellets.

Mrs. Dion had been abducted the day
before her body was found. when a man
jumped into her daughter's idling car
while the daughter was shopping and
drove away with Mrs. Dion in the passen-
ger seat. The car left Norton at high
speed. later it wus seen traveling at a nor-
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M ary Lou Arruda was
murdered there.
Jerry Lopes saw a UFO
there. Police have chased
Bigfoots and phantom
panthers there. Residents
compare the area to the
Bermuda Triangle.

mal rate toward Attleboro.

Just before Halloween, 1978, another
struage killing took place in the area: that
ot Lisa Arcud, Photographs of the atrac-
tive seventeen-vear-old were splashed
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Bridgewater Triangle: Strange and sinivicr
characrer
over the pages of Boston newspapers on
the thirtv-first of October, afony with
graphic details of her death. In the L
moments of her life. Lisa Arcudt had ap-
parently run barefoot throush an Foas
Bridgewater field in a desperate etlort 1o
escape her killer. She had been shot tour
tmes. with the fatal bullet entenng her
heart. A passing motonst Jdiscovered her
fully-clothed body fifteen feet off the
road.

Over the vears, residents have recog-
nized this particular area of the state for
ity strange and often simister churacter
and have taken to dubbing it “the Bridue-



water 1nangle.  Fhe trangle- or Hook-
omock Swamp region—covers an ared ol
approumately 200 square miles and in-
cludes the towns of Abington. Frectonn,
and Rehoboth at the argles ol the
triangie; and Brockton. Tauntoa. the
Brideewaters. Raynham. Munstield. Nor-
wn. and Easton within, Historically. rese
dents acknowledged the haunted or be-
Jeviled natare of areas such as these
wiving them names ke Devil’s Kachen
an Hhinon). Devil’s Den (in New Hamp-
shire). and Diablo Vallev (i Cahifornit).
In recent ttmes, aréas of sifange. uney-
platned activity - UFO wighungs mys-
terious disappearances, orature sighi-
ings. of 4 high nadence of acadents.
violence, and cnme —have been lubeled
“tnangles.” the most famoeus bemne the
“Hermuda Triangle”™ The wrm rranedo i~
now 2 commonly aocepted wav ol Je-
swribing what researchers of sirange phe
nomend call a Tgateman oo Twaimdew
area. that v a lovus o vvused, un-
explaned activits. The Bridgewater
Triangle seems to have been one of thew
tocal areas tor 4 long nme

For thousands ol sears, Tocal Natnve
Amencans have recognized the extrare
Jdinane character ot the Hoovomodk area.
and therr history s tilled wath s lore o
them. the site has been espectally su-
cred—and sumetimes. especialiy mis-
fortunate  Several vears apos an evpods
ton of Muassachusetts archacolowisis
discovered an 8.000-vear-old Indian buri-
Al site on Grassy Island in the ok
omock Swamp 1 s reportad that when
the graves were vpened. e red owhre
within the tombs bubbled and masie
nously dissolved. and evers photograph
tahen o the site taided o Jdeselop Re-
cently, workers clearimye a path tor luter-
Jdate 495 10 Norton discosered arros -
heads. stone tools. pottery. and other
remains Irom paleohthic natve peoples
whe may have moved into his area aiter
the glaciers receded more than 104K
vears ago. The dissovery did not surprise
archacologists because this area of Mas-
suchusetts has one ot the highest densities
of prehistone sites in New F ngland

Exactly who the tirst ne v ainhabitmts
of the tnangle were 15 4 matter of much
local controversy, Thirty aules up the
Taunton River, at the edge of the Hovk-
omuck Swamp. there 15 4 mystenous
forty-ton sandstone boulder. Dighten
Rock. as it is called. sits on the nverbank
directly across from the Grassy Island
burnial grounds. covered by ) tangled pat-
tern of carvings and hicroglyphies. Over
the years. various national groups have
interpreted these wigns 1n 2 manner that
supports each group’s contention that ¢x-
plorers of their nationahity ofigiaally set-
tled the area. Today, Dighton Rock s the
main attraction of Dighton State Park It
sity in 4 temperature-controlled house.
whose walls are covered with exhibits

that support “fint pilgnm™ thevnes of

vanous nanonalities, including | gyvp-
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tans, Phoenaans, Yikings, and Portu.
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There are many Portuguese- Amerncans
in the area. and lately the insenipuions on
Dishon Rock have been most cited by
those who maintain that the niest settlers
were Portuguese In Lisbon, there are
roval charters indicating that in 1301
Guaspar Corte-Real embarked tor the
New World, tollowed in 1312 by s
brother, Miguel. Nerther ever returned
However. among the spiderny serawls
there appears W be the date 1511 with
the abbresiated name “N- COR™ near il
To adherents of the Portuguese-pilznm
theon. these signs indiate that Mhguel

[ Corte-Real arrived in mid- 1502 and
staved for mine vears. Dunng that nme i
i~ lurther theonzed. the Portuzuese and
lndians interbred - the reason. ‘\uppnw‘d‘
Iv. why the natve people of the rezien
were remarkably hight shinned. This hht
shin ut the Wampanoags. or "Pm-plc' ol
the Dawn Light.” was Liter remarked on
v buropean explorers such as Verrazana
and Roger Williams Current Pertuzuese
American folklore has it that this chara
teristic was pussed on by the crew ol M-
vucl Corte-Real. and that he and hisorew
were the tiest prlgnims Facre s howeser
mo dertainty to this theary  The sohd
carved and crosshatched mass of Dighton
Rock remains as only one of the mys-
teries an the Lindscape of Hockomock
and the Bridgewater Triangie

It s not only the swampy landscape of
the Bridgewater Trangl:, tull ot guick
sands, rivers, and murky reed-intesied
pouds that v imsstenous. the skies abo
ahound with strange appearances and
disappearances From colomal times
comes a report of 4 Uverlow day” when
the skies shone with an vcene. sulphurous
light all Jay long More recently, there
have been many reports ol strange hiehis
and nuises 10 the shy above the massine
power lines that run through the swamp
“Spuok lights,” unexplained ¢lusive balls

ol light, have been seer with regulani

each Junuary over the ralroad tracks that
run beside the Ravnham Dog Track and
through the swamp In 1973, 1n Reho-
both. patrons of Joseph's Restaurant un
Park Street believed the were visited by
a UFO. When the lights came on after 2
short power failure. two large. pertect cir-
cles were found imprinted in the dirt be-
hind the restaurant. Duiing the summer
of 1978, there were many LIFO sightungs
The latest major flap occurred during the
spring of 1979, when ¢ne of the mowt
spectacular unidentified fving vbjects
way seen by Jerry Lopes. a radio news-
man 4t WHDH in Boston. Lopes encoun-
tered his UFO on March 23 and de-

scribed it as shaped hike home plate on a

haseball diamond. with o bright red hght

{ onits top. a powerful. white “headhght™

at the point on the bottom. and rows of
white and red hghts arsund the edges
lerry Lopes saw this strainge apparition al
the junction of routes 24 and 106, ncar
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the centur of the Brdpewater 1t
Fanallv. i the skies of the b
there have been sightings ol treim
unhnown birds  most recenthy
matically at 2 am on g Like -
night in 1971 Norton police s
Fhomas Doway was dovng alene
Strecet i Manstield tow s
Fadon As heapproachee aee
a Bird Hill. at the edpe ot the sw
Faston. he was suddenhy contront
winged creature more than sy b
with a wingspan of between <
twelve teet As Sergeant Downy dr
stop at the intersection. the bie
straght up and. Mapmng s 0
wings. dinappeared over the dar
inte the swamp. Downy repuort
ﬂ!!hlm-_; tu the pu||;c A8 Ao
reached home A patrol car scarct
arca. hut the hoce bird was
again. Vor weeks after. this pol
with the teathersy nume was teased
tellow officers. who called hum 1h
man. But Downy stuck o his story

He s not alone in ancient or re
tory for the sighting ol treme idou
or mrdlike creatures \gaim and
these cnormuous bids appear in
history and tolklore  Lhes neure
Native Amenwan legends ol ok
and many other areas thiougho
Amencas Known as thundobirds
tive mythology, these creatures wel
enough and powertul enoush toc
4 man In recent tmes the hrd
been sighted by mum peonle in
and throughout the South Inc
been rehably reported fron w0 M
since 1948 In Lawndale Hhinos, o
one of these huge birds reportedly «
4 ten-j.car-uld boy tor 4 distance ol
feet through the air Thunderbird
also been seen in northern Pennss
inoan area hnown as the  Coud.
Triangle.” | hunderhirds are not th
creatures of the netherworld W ha
peared in the Hovkomock Swamp
Several other creatures that vwcur ¢
cdly in human fulklore and lezen.
manifested themselves in the Bridy
Triangle,

The most famous phantam crea
appear in the Bridgewater Trangls
nutoniuus Bigfoot o the past ten
there have been all honds of n
\iEhlll‘IE.\ of Bigloot from almuost
hoaves 0 incdents imvoelvng em
H.‘\p(‘l!"hlh!c witnesses and oreany
lice hunts In Bridgewater in 19740,
Iy armed state and local pubice.
pack of hunting dogs. trached wh
reported o be a huge “hear ™ Sa
creature was not found. police wer
certain what it was. Although bea
not been seen in the Bridgewater
many. many years. police are cerld
whatever the creature wa vd
huax. Several very reputat. ad
a good look at the huge areature t
lumbered ofl into the wouds. an

definite tracks were disaonered |
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“hear.”

Around the same time as the “bear™
sightings. there were several other reports
of a large. hairy creature walking upright
in other places 1n the Bridgewater vicini-
i Farmers reported hilled and mutilated
pres and sheep A Bridgewater resident
womplained to police that a large. hain
creature walkmg upright was thrashing
about in the back vards and woods of the
neighborhoed. Police imvestigated several
times. One officer. Iving in waitin his pa-
trol car. repoerted that entirehh  without
warming. something picked up the rea- of
his car. When the pnlucmm spun the car
around and flashed his searchhght, he
saw something that looked like 1 huge.
upright bear running away between the
houses. Nothing was found in further
scarches, but there were several otaer
sizhungs. In Ravaham, a mght secunty
uu.lrd at the Rasnham Dog Track re port-
ed a series of horrible screams and
sreeches that scared him and upset the
dogs. Huge cighteen-inch footprints were
discovered in the snow south of the town
Several residents on separate ovcasions
reported ~eeing a tall. furry, manhke
creature in the Elm Street- Bridge Stieet
area of Ravnham. local authorities have
revealed.

Pwo sears ago, in Agawam. Massachu-
seits, near Springhield, outside  the
tnangle area. tootprints were discovered
in the snow, and agan tales of Bigloot
circulated. This time. police determined
that the incident was almost ceftainl. a
hoax. Previous sightings within he
tnangle. however. could not be explained
away. Many observers.including even
the police. have become firm helievers by
now 1in the werrd LTLJ!UFI‘.’\ ol the Brulﬂc-

waler lrmm..h: “Nothing surprises us
much anymore.” one puln.c vfficer saic in
1970 “Last week. 2 MOtonst ran over an
cight-toot boa constrictor. We nll
haven't lcarned where that came tfrom. *

Huge snakes have been ~ighted bet e
in the Hockomock region. In 1939,
Roosevelt era CCC workers. completing
a project on King Phillip’s Street at the
edge of the swamp, reported secing a
huge snake. “as large around and black
as a stovepipe.” The snake coiled for a
moment. raised its spade-like head. .nd
disappeared into the swamp. In local
legends it is said that a snake like this one
appears every seven vears. In additior to
the legendary scrpents. great catv—
“lions™ or “phantom panthers™ —hzve
been sighted regularly in places throu zh-
out the Bndgewalcr Traangl: In 1972, in
Rehoboth. a “lion hunt™ was organied
by local police. Residents of the area bad
been terrorized by what they reported as
a large cat or mountain lion. Cattle und
sheep had been mysteriously killed. and
carcasses were discovered raked with
claw marks. Police took casts of the ani-
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ph.mlum cats have oce urred in uther
places throughout the triangle and across
the nation. None of the mysterious fe-
lines has vet been captured.

Huge. black dogs. as wll as black pan-
thers, have been repor ed within the
Bridgewater Trunnl.. Both of these

“ereature forms™ have a long histony 1n
nnthologs and folklore Sir Arthur
Conan l)mle s The Hound of the Bovk er-
veddes has s ancestors an the muans
lezends of the Hound of Hell. a massinve,
black. shostlike dog with eves of fire In
1976, a large. black “hiller Jog™ was re-
ported in Abington, nppmg vut the
throats of two pomes. Local fire hghter
Phillip Kane. the owner of the ponies.
saw the creature, isell the size of pony,
standing over their bleody carcasses,
gnawing at their necks. The “dos™ cluded
extensive police searches and for several
weeks terrorized the commumty During
the three davs after the Milling of the
ponies the police recened a thousand
telephone calls. School children were
kept in at recess. and many homeowners
and storekeepers armed hemselves with
rifles. The last ime this . nimal was seen
was when police officer Frank Curran
sighted it along some ranl oad tracks. The
officer fired a shot but mised and the
“hlack dog™ merely wined awav and
wilked off slowly i the other direction,
And into another dimension?

AL of these creature torms. the huge
Mrds. degs. and cats. have supernatural
gqualies that separate tem from therr
normal counterparis. The thunderbirds
were sacred w the Natinve Amernicans be-
cause ol their power e appear mysie-
rioushy and then w samesiv at will U nlike
their natural counterpart.. none of these
creatures has ever been captured. and
none s imide In fact phantom panthers
seem 1o be parucularly attracted o au-
tomuobiles and highway-. Furthermore,
Al of these creatures huve been assodr-
ated with UFO sightings and cattle muu-
latons, Of course. the appearance and
dmppcarancc of’ these creatures raise
niany questions. If they touly exist. and of
they are ~o large. why are they so rarely
wen and where are their 10osts or Lairs? Is
it pussible that they are from another di-
mension that intersects with our own only
in special window areas ‘uch as the mys-
terious triangles? Are the legendary
haunted or bedeviled regions of the past.
the triangles of todav? Ave they windows
to other dimensions. channels for the
mythical symbols and viions of the col-
lecuive unconscious? It i+ difficult 1o tell
vet with any certainty. Certainly. how-
ever. these areas are the focus of much
unexplained, strange, sometimes vielent,
activity of the ancient . nd recent past.
will |hw be the site of astonishing events
of the future? Keep an eve on the Br:dge-
water Triangle. [}
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