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BROCKTON’S recorded history began
in 1628 also, when the southern boundary
line of Massachusetts Bay Colony was es-
tablished, as that line, in part, became
the northern boundary line of Brockton.
In 1637 the Bay Colony granted to the
town of Boston all the land from Mount
Wolliston to the Plymouth line. This grant
included what is now the extreme north-
eastern corner of Brockton. In that same
year of 1637 the Bay Colony granted to
the town of Dorchester the land beyond
the “Blew” Hills to Plymouth line. This
grant included the present towns of Can-
ton, Stoughton, the most of Avon, and the
north central part of Brockton.

In the year 1640 Governor Endicott
and Israel Stoughton for the Bay Colony
and Governor Bradford and Edward Win-
slow for Plymouth Colony attempted to
locate the line between the colonies. They
started at the mouth of a brook, which they
named Bound brook, on the line between
Cohasset and Scituate, and ran the line
to the middle of a pond called Accord pond.
They then proceeded to run a straight line
from the pond to the southernmost part of
Charles river.
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Aaron Hobart, the Abington - Whitman
historian, says that it is not so stated in
their report, but the fact is said to be, that
when they arrived on the easterly side of
Rhode Island they found their course would
carry them far south of the true station.
So they marked a white oak tree and made
an angle in the line. In the course of their
survey they must have walked through the
northerly part of Brockton, and they may
have been the first white men to visit
Brockton. The line from Bound brook to
the pond was thereafterwards accepted as
being the correct line for that part, but the
survey from the pond to the angle tree was
not confirmed, and that part of the line
remained unsettled.

In 1642 another attempt was made by
Nathaniel Woodward and Solomon Saffery
of the Bay Colony to locate the line, and
especially to locate the point three miles
south of the most southerly part of the
Charles river, which point was the westerly
end of the line. Their survey was not con-
firmed.
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